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the development of the trapnest in the late nineties of the
nineteenth century. Egg grading by weight gives another
measure of quantity and quality of production, while large-
scale hatching by incubator provides opportunity for testing
fertility and hatchability as factors in the production of parti-
cular matings. Thus all the major aspects of egg performance
can be adequately covered, especially by the large-scale breeder
himself. Egg-laying trials, and their competitive element,
under standard conditions enjoy considerable vogue; the
entries are selected groups, chosen on different bases and repre-
sentative in varying small degrees of the parent flocks. Their
results have distinct propaganda value, but little merit to the
individual breeder unless he can interpret them in relation to
the performance of the stock from which the trial birds are
derived. To do this he requires records of that stock, which
means that if such records exist in adequate form, then the
trial records are unnecessary. On the other hand, standard
trials have brought special emphasis to actual production and
placed other points in proper perspective, so that they have
performed a valuable service in aid of progressive breeding.
At the same time they have emphasised performance under
particular sets of environment and husbandry conditions,
which are possibly not equally applicable or desirable through-
out the industry generally, and hence set standards in other
characters such as constitution and disease resistance which
may not be conveniently emulated, or the most profitable, in
more ordinary flock circumstances.
Other standards also apply in exhibition poultry, so that
conflicting breeding aims are found within some types. On
the whole, breeders of poultry have readier opportunities than
breeders of other species for incorporating valid data in their
records of breeding stock, though these opportunities are not
so fully seized as is desirable, and weaknesses often remain in
the usual methods of expressing the indications of genotype
from progeny tests and performance.
For table birds, which are usually sold before growth is
completed, indicators of performance are desirable. These
have been found in the relations between shank length, least
body depth, and length of keel, all expressed in relation to
body weight (actually to the cube root of body weight, which